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t t a jog 9W^T'S VT By Borm Storer.

There' He almost had it. Twisting the wires clumsily 
in his gloved hands, Ransom put the finishing touches on 
the time 1)031113 and.br o.thing hard,set the timer to go off 
in about two hours. And by that time he woul$. be well 
away from Luna.

This would show them.' The fools couldn't take him a- 
way from everything he had ever known and stick him out 
here on the moon and call it compulsory milltraining!Yeah 
just because he was a top flight solar physicist,they had 
taken him out here on purpose. But Ramsom wouldn't stand 
for it. Oh,he knew about the scheme they had to take him 
away from his home. But it wouldn't work.' Wen the bomb 
went off, it would destroy this institution that had cau­
sed him so much misery and he would he on his way to Ca­

llisto hidden in the supply ship. On that frontier world 
no law could touch him and there wouldn't be that awful 
curse on his name.

He stood up,cast a last glimmer over the bomb fromhis 
torch,and started back through the long tunnel that the 
ancients had constructed eons ago. J3y his calculations , 
the bomb was right under the main part of the Solar Obse­
rvation Bureau, and when it went off, there would only be 
a hole in Luna's bright soil.

He turned up .his intercom to catch any noise of pur - 
suit,but caught none • As he made his way back through the 
spaceblack tunnel, lighted only by his torch, hi s mind-, 
wandered more and more from thoughts of persui t.

So when the guards fell on him, the surprise held him 
shocked until it was too late. They hustled" him off to 
the Chief's office and held him outside until the Chief 
said that he would see the fugitive. Ransom was shovedin- 
to the sparton office and sat roughly in a chair while 
his superior questioned him.

"Why the hatred for the Bureau,Ransom?" asked the po­
rtly man at th® desk. "You have no-reason to be so again­
st it. Compiklse is taking everyone; 1 should think you' d 
like a soft job here instead of marching all over three, 
planets. We just want to know so we can get the psych to 
straighten you out. ^ow, what were you doing in the tunn­
el? " He looked lite a grandfather who'd just caught his

■ • • .................  5...........................



6. .................. . WO WER................... .............Javourite grandson in the jamjar.
Hansom v/as wild. "I hate the whole place I gou can’t 

mak-.- sm work here! Lemme go, I gotta get oub oi hen! •' He 
striwhl madly. The Chief nodded gravely to ore sahstanb

"Get me his psych record.11
Scanning it quickly, he murmured, '''bun..faint per- 

S-ecutich complex. .-hypex' sensitive to insu.it. .brought here 
a week ago...and has been rebellious ever since. ...tender 
home ties.. ;ell. " he s-. id. looking at the deshevel^d Ransom

“■'W don’t ok for his kind, but when we get them, we have 
got to take them."1

A gleam came into his eye. "Say, the reason you hate it 
here so.-wouldn’t have anything to do with the name of the 
Bureau, would it?"

"It does." admitted Ransom.
" -haw..then you mean the reason you hate it is that..." 
"Th h's right" Gristed Ransom. "Do you like the letters. 

SOB after your name?" He was screaming as the bomb wentoff
CT a v y R R M Y S T E R Y

There was a very interesting article in the "Weekly 
Telegraph" for July 31 1943 on a discovery of mystery
caves in the Nevada, desert.. Caves which may throw some 
light on the age-old mystery of Atlantis.

These caverns were discovered in 1931 and recently an 
expedition went out to try ad tie-up these caves with 
the theory of Atlantis. The discovery was made by two 
amature archaelogists who stabled across the entrance to 
a tunnel when seeking burial mounds. The tunnel led to a 
number of caverns hewn out of solid rock, More than
thirty of these were found, each fitted with bunks for a 
hundred persons... AND EACH BHNK CONTAINED A SKELETON.’

These were of a now non-existent race of GI ANTS...... The 
average length of the skeletons being nearly eight feet 
and it was evident that... though highly civilised..... they 
had LI^ED UNDER GRO HMD FOR ' CONSIDERABLE TIME’

The caverns’'were furnished for comfort and there was a 
huge ceremonial chamber.....fitted out for some strange rit­
ual,. It seems the occupants kept domestic animals in 
S3 me of the caves, and the bones show that these were a 
species which do not exist, today!

How was this civilised community wiped out?
The explorers found that the caves had jabject

(Cont-d on page 12)

insu.it
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1 COY?£ENT OR KEY’ S ’BODIES IN SPACE1 .1 ’kyy
Ken’s' article seems to have caused quite a bio st' miu 

ent and without further ado we kick off with the vi m 
FORMAN ASHFIELD ^i0 • With reference to Ken’s -sat

me nt of the effect of a vacuum on n'onnn 
bodies-Does he remember the old cure for aboil? You put a 
oottle in very hot water and then immediately apply it to 
tne boil. As the air gets cooler, the contents’of the bo­
il are sucked into the bottle--and your flesh on well if 
you are not quick enough to pull the bottle away in time. 
This is only the effect of a partial vacuum--what would a 
real.one do? Further-Ken’s statement about divers has no 
bearing on the matter. He’s discussing vacuum effects,not 
compression funless he’s trying to draw a red herring m-ross 4-Vn -n 4- 4 1 _ ,. n J n _ rr , , _ _ - I?

that 
thes tart and end of o. sine curve of 0-90 degrees J

RAY BAILEY Fires the next shot with the following: Re 
Ken'g rticle, I have read somewhere that if 

divers come across bodies (reasonably new. ones that haveht 
been eaten away too much) at ony great depth, they have 
to put them in a bag before they are hauled aloft, other 
wise they burst on reaching the surface.
JOHN WISEMAN Continues the broadside: Now Ken's little 

piece I can’t follow: The bodies would burst 
if. the blood was under a pressure hich the skin or rathe r 
veins could not withstand in a vacuum. At least they’d be 
somewhat of a mess with the veins and arteries all burst 
open. Since the blood is in a closed circuit (the circul - 
ato^Y system) I expect that it would burst out hhiefly th­
rough the lun.^s wnich I beleive are the weakest nart of 
the circuit.

on good co suudy rui 
theory,so that he don’t, get himself mixed. I suspect 
the effects of compression and vacuum are allied like

P.J. RIDLEY Weighs in with: I agree wth Ken that the
. gory mess is somewhat exggerated but it is a 

^oic.b th-.h when a deep sea fish is brought to the surface 
it 4vS > -b seems quite likely that the lungs and stomach 
of the person ejected from a space ship would do likewise. 
FORM STORER rites from the otner side of the ’Herring

, Pond’:- Ken’s cit about the pressure is ri^ht
cuu a .icuie to-' obvious to be presented in such sensat. -
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10............................ ............... DwYER . . .................... .. .............................. ...........
and " And The Moon Be Still As Bright by Bradbury 
each wi th 2 votes,

1 vote:Children of the Lens, Ship of Ishtar, Star Kin 
ngs,, The End Is 7 c Yet, Devil’s Spoon, Unthinkable, The 
Equalizer, Hobbyist, Purple Sapphire, Mr. Zytzyz Goes to 
Mars (I) and j vote for Darker Than You Think YD ch is in 
book form.-so doesn’t count in this little lot.’

wow on to the "anzine section..............
Best fanzine: 1..Fantasy Review with 18 votes.

.Operation Fantast 6 11
3 . . Hpacewarp , Science, Fantasy

■2 Science Fiction, Slant, 
S.F.Hews, all with 1 vote.

Fan Writer: waiter Gillings 1st with 3 votes 
Ken Slater ) i2nd. with 2 votes* 
Tohn Ye ;man)
E.C. Tubb, Pete Bussell, Don Dsy, 
Charles Barbee all with 1 vote.

Fanzine makeup: ARTICLES 18
LETTERS 16 
F1CT1OH 9
■YRSE 6

For m:re fiction in fanzines 6 
Against 9. ( Quite a fee fen said more

if better.
Who should you like to crash on a planet with:
’’Ey Wife’1 was the most popular but some fen were oer- 

haps more honest???? Cedric Wiker’s mate: Yvonne de Carlo 
Ye Ed: Maria Montez / Henk Sprenger : Sheherazade 
Horman Ashfield: The ^ergey Girl on th Dec TWSJ 
Bob Tucker: -ny Wked woman (ahem!) D.r;. Evans neither 
Rita Hayworth or Ken Slater! John Thur lb o ume : Shaver 
robot woman of ’Gods of Menus’/ R.C. Tubb: ’ us t a woman. 
Pete Pennington: Anyone who is a chess player, philosopher 

lover of SF and a woman. Cor! F.R.A. Scales askes : .1 f' I 
give age, dimensions ahd general disposition, will you 
find them for me? ’ Other answers: Vincent Clarke: Mentor- 
Ray Bailey: ‘The author of 'How to Build a 3 roe Shin . in 
your Spare Time' T.A. Wiseman; Prof. YH. Low or A.‘Einst­
ein. P.T. Ridley: Anybody but an SF fan. (Hey, what gives? 
C.F.K. Caulder thought it a silly Question.

Missed out from, the Prosine Section is the letter sec­
tion results: TBS and aSF tie for first nlace with 6 
FEM: 2 votes/ FYY md ^.3. 1 vote ‘ ' - *’ '
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JOHN WISEMAN on fanzine fiction

ore opening them

The main use of fiction in fanzines is to en­
able fans to read the stuff that the prozines have turned 
down (for political or religious reasons perhaps) It s a 
waste of a'good idea to write it up badly and then publish? 
inm it in a fanzine hen it would have made such a oetter 
story prop rly written in a prozine don’t you think* All 
in all" I* liked the poem, strange news report, and, .of co-

the editorial best.
Kell, this-may start something.’ What’s your views 
mans? Agree with John, or not?
' " p Thanks very much for WOW^R, 1 liked the

TROLLCPU. Especially the short story by Peter
Russell and the article by Ken. 1 liked the ’oman on the 
cover, though I shouldn't say such things. ((Teryy ho,s ju­
st been married! )) .
d t RTDTNY You anG here 1
P.J. Hi ii keep WONDER going, but preferably without 
the poetry, rerse, in my opinion, is out of place in a fa­
nzine. 1 can understand Peter Russell’s hero wanting to 
celebrate, 1 should be o it myself by the-’time this reaches 
you> The excuse used to explain a 'time travelling show '

urse , 
YE. ED

TERRY
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was,1 thought rather interest some -
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Crystal’.
■"OR?' .T7_^gyr7~T,T) T-i-i2'ed" Russell ■’s" story, "hd To.nlise that 

the c "-..r ‘ girl is illustr at ing the story , 
hut the title of the fanzine made he Wonder whether the 
r'O'"rD~’R was ’.3 to* h-t the lady.had. on underneath, (if ?.ny- 
thinpl)-, Arthur C. Clarke says he thought that Bergey cou- 
Ipln’-t fins " Rum-Beauty Queen' c'v^r for ' ;ainst th~ "all 
Of Fight, hut 1 feci Bergey heat him to it!
YE ED Thanks for the abow, "orm by the way now is as go­

od a time as any to give my. effort in the ’war’ be­
tween ALEMBIC and WONDER to find the shortest ghost story.
Your last was 11 words, so here’s a ten worder;-

1 TOOK OFF Y EAT - JONES TOOK OF HIS HEAD!..........
Can you heat it? And tha s ths end of the transmission'f- 
rom our Relay Station for this trip..send those letters in, 
gang-__________ t__________________________________________________

CAVERN MYSTERY. Continued from page 6.
to intense heat. The walls and roofs had been partly melt­
ed and on the floors Were highly polished stones-many fuse* 
"t tillS I* •

°Only recently has the significance of this been realise* 
The'effect is EXACTLY THE ONE CAUSED EY THE ATOM.BOMB EXP • 
ERIMENTS! The fusing of the stones are very similar to th* 
results noted of the tests in TTew Mexico.

Was this the reason for this race living underground. .. 
feer of atomic attack? Maybe Atlantis, itself was destroy 
ed by atomic power which got out of control!

If anyone h"s more information on the above...any news 
clippings etc.. I would.be very grateful, either for clipp 
ings or^details. Any new reports comigg to hand will b 
printed in future. ±s^LUas_.-----—--------------------------------—.... ................. ..

DO^’T FORGET Tn SEW IN YO'TR SUBSCRIPTION FOR FUTURE 
ISSUES OF W.C N D E R !

One year's subcription .(3 issues; 1/- Including postage 
U.S. readers 2*3^. (Any issue of any Prozine accepted as 
payment for one years sub..this offer applies to overseas 
readers

Send to '. Tealby, 3, "urfield Ave., LO'Y-H^OROUGH, Leics.

~...... UR r Q U I E M’1 by JOH?T ALLEN
>'T hr STAT U E“ b Peter L. Russell

would.be


Have 10u .joined the OPERATION FANTAST postal library ?
]± nor, vay not send for the free catalogue and details* Just fill in 
your name and. address below and send . m .. . ■ ..

• to: M. Tealby, 8, Barfield Ave., LOUGHBOROUGH, LEICS ,

The OP'ih-n-Oh library rives you all the latest U.S. m and British
books . las nine charge i or an average U.S. book is 1/6 and a British 

oook x, - ..br< snore are many books at lower charges and the charge includes 
postage to you. Reading time is a fortnight.
Here is lust a sample of th:, reading in stock: DARKER THA't vns tHIUK
TH" POOH o- PT TH, U^pOy KAJEFS.STmN, TREASURY OF S-F, RRST 0^ 3-F ’
ieCamp’s WHEELS OF pip FALTj) -nd THE CAR^ELIAH CUBE, Sturgeon’s
HiTHOTTJ SORCERY, Berleth’s HOT LO^G FOR THIS TOLD..all at 1/6
TuR" C - 'W]v L, T}^ EbYr’G S'‘UCER, 1/- Tr.n GOLDEN AH'ZqN RETURNS 9d. «

j n]ie^e are onlY a CT;- hundreds of books available. '
! .VlJ-J * • • r o • o r » > a • • 0.

■ i.V OkJ • & S ■* » V«>Oe0a«9*ao»n 3 » r 0 a o
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